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NONCONFORMIST:. 


He Old Engliſh Proteſtane was ſuch an one, 4 Mat. 22. 37, 

chat honoured God 4 aboye all, andunder God 3® 39: 7 Pet. 

gave beyery one hisdue. His c firſt care was joy, ,, 

to ſerye God , and therein he did not what was 7; Mar. 6. 33. 

good in his 4 own, but in Gods fight, making 4 Deur. 12.8, 
the Word of God the Rule of his Worſhip. He highly e- 3 
ſeemed e order inthe Houſe of God ; but would not under fVerſ.: oY 
colour of that, ſubmit to ſuperſtitious rites, which are ſuper- 7 Rom. 13.1. 
fAluous, and f periſh in their ute. He reverenced g Authority, þ Mar. 15. g. 
keeping within its ſphere; but durſt not under. pfetence of 7 + dock 
ſubje&ion to the higher powers b, worſhip God after the tra- k __ _ 
ditions of men, He made conſcience of # all Gods Ordinances, | C9}, ,, 2, 
chough & ſome he cſteemed of more conſequence. He was »Plal, gz. z, 
much in / prayer ; with it ke ms began, and cloſed the day, In 7M 55, 17. 
it he was exerciſed in his n cloſet, o family, p and publick Al- * lar. 6. 6. 


8 2 5am, EC, 20. 
ſembly. He eſtecmed that manner of prayer beſt, where by the » i fi. $2.8, 


1 gift of God, expreitions were yaried according to preſent 4 1 Sam. x, 15, 
wants and occafions; yet did he not accountr ſet forms unlaw- Kom. 8. 26. 
{ul. Therefore in that circumſtance of the Church he did not * 079+ 35» 
wholly ſ rej-& che Liturgy, but che corruption of ir, Heeſtec- /'o. _ 
med : readias ot the Word an Ordinance of God both in pri- zx, zz, 22. 
yate 2rd publick; bur did not account reading to be preach- t As 13. 15. 
ing Tic Word 4 read he eſteemed ot more authority, but the 11+); 1-2+ 
x W&rJ preacher of more eihcacy, y He accounted preaching pw x _ 
as receſſary now as inthe Primitive Church : Gods z pleaſure rom. — 
being ſtill by the !ooliſhnets of Nceaching to faye thoſe that y Mar. 28 +0 
believe. He eſteemed tac Preaching beſt 4 wileretirwas moſt x 1 £97. 1+ 21s 
of God, len 2yifuan, when yain flouriſhes of wit and words 0 f $0 oo 
».e declined, and the demonſtration of Gods Spirit and Pow- ; " by 
er ſtudied : yer could he diſtinguiſh berween b ſtudied plain- > 
neſs, and negligent rudeneſs. He accounted c perſpicuity the 
beſt grace oi a Preacher , And that d method beſt, which was * }!” 4 
moſt he!pfal co underſtanding, affe&tion, and memory, To 1 
which ordinari'y he eſteemed none ſo conducible , as that by ; 
DoErine, Reaton and Ule. He eſteemed thoſe e Sermons beſt : 
that came cloſeſt ro.the Conſcience; yet would he have mens * 
-Con'ciences awakened, not their perſons diſgrac'd. He was 8 + 
man of good ſpiritual f appetite, and could not be contented }; J.:z« 
with o one meal a day. An Afternoon-Sermon did relith as 2 Tur 
well to him as one in the morning, He was not ſatisfied with ' 
b Prayers without Preaching : which i ic were wanting at "1 
z home, he would ſeek abroad ; yer would he not by k abſence ; | co, ;..1. 
diſcourage his Miniſter, it faithful, though another might have 22. rCor. 4.6. 
quicker gifts, A | LeQure he eſteem2d, though not neeeſlary, ad buy 41,2, 
yet a bleſſing, and would redeem m ſuch an opportunity with "9" 5 Po 
ſome pains and loſs. The » Lords day he eſteemed a divine or- ,q, 0 
Ginance, and 0 reſt on it neceffary ſo tar as it conduced to holi- Rey, x, 10. 
neſs. He was p very conſcientious in obſerving of that day as » Exod. 2. 18. 
-the Mart day of the Soul, He was very careful co q remember ? —— as, 8. 
it, co get houſe and heart in order for it : and when it came, ! * Plalm a1. 
he was ſtudious to improve it, He r redeemed che morning ;1{.c8.1 2,14. 
-from ſuperfitous ſleep, { and watched the whole day over his / Exod. 2o. 8, 
thoughts and words, not only to reſtrain them from wicked At 20. 7. 
neſs, but worldlineſs. : All parts of che day were alike holy to 
him, and his care was continued in it in. variety of holy duties : 
what he heard in publick, he repeated in private, to « whet ic 
apon himſelf and family, Lawful x recreations he thought this 
day unſeaſonable, and y unlawſul ones much more abominable : 
yet he knew z the liberty God gave him for needful refreſhing, 
which he did neither refuſe nor abuſe. The Sacrament of a Bz- 
ptiſm he received in infancy, which he looked back to in age 
to anſwer his ingagements, and claim his priviledges; The 
Lords b Supper he accounted part of his Souls food : to which 
he laboured to keep an appetite. «c He eſteemed it an Ordi- 
-nance of neareſt Communion with Chriſt, and ſo requiring moſt 
d exa@ preparation, His firſt care was in the e examination of 4 (_ 7.28. 
himſelf : yer asana& of f office or charity, he had an eye on * 11>" 
others. 
He endeavoured to have the ſcandalous g caſt out of Com- g Rev. 2. 25 
munion : but he h caſt not out himſelf, becauſe rhe ſcandalous þ Mu, 16. 6, 


be Iſ.58.13,14- 
x Exod. 2 6« 
Mar. 12. 17. 
;$ I 25 TO 

y Cor. 17. 14. 
$ Acts 16. 16, 
&4 1 Cor. 10.6. 


b John 7. 37. 
& 6.48. 
c 1 Cor.10.16 


iAfs 13.12, 
1Cor. 7. 5. 


kMar. 15. 8. 
ſſohn 4.2 3, 24. 


mHeb. 3.2,5,6+ 


p1 Cor. 17. 
17,18, 19. 
Rev.'2. 14,20. 
q1 Cor. 5. 2. 
Rev. 2. 5. 
EzEK. 5. 4. 

7 Heb. 10. 25. 
John 4. 11. 
[x Tim. 2.8. 


t 1 Cor.14.40. 
4 James 5. 13, 


+ Col. rO I6. 
y 1 Cor.14.26 


fy T3 ; 
v NOMLI2, F. 


| > Ads 4. 19, 


aJer.26.14,15, 
eEp 5.21, 
22, OC, 

f Col. 3, 22. 
71 Iim,.6.r. 
Titus 2, 9, I0, 
1 Per, 3.1,243. 
Inus 3. 1, 
Mat. 17. 27. 
þ Col. 4. 15. 

z Plal. 101, 2, 


4 = 
4 . 


þ Chr, 6.4 3 


| [ Exh. 6. 4+ 


m Gen. 18s, I9 
2 Plal. ror, 


{ 0 1 S3m. J. 13. 


p Tit. 2:21,12, 
q Prov. 11, 1. 
/ 2 Cor. r. 17. 
{ Pfulm x5. 4. 
t Ezek, 36.26, 
# Luke Io. 33, 
Y / © 


x Mart. 2<, 


James 2, 13. 
3 Plalm 112.5, 
; Rom, 12. 8, 


I. 3-7} 


The Chara&er Es - 
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Formerly Called A 


were ſuffered by the negligence of others. He condemned 
s that ſoperſtition and vanity of Popiſh mock-faſts, yer negle- 
Q&d not one occaſion to humble his ſoul by right faſting : 
k He abhorred the Popiſh Dod@rine of 9pus operatum, in the no- 
tion. And in praQiiſe reſted in! no performance ; but what 
was done in ſpirit and truch. He thoughe God had left a Rule 
in his Word for » Diſcipline, which he judged pertaining nor 
eo the being, but well-being of a Church. He efteemed thoſe 
Churches moſt pure, where the Government is by Elders, yer 
unchurched not thoſe where it was otherways. PerfeRion p in 
Churches he thought a thing rather to be deſired than obtained. 
And fo he expeRed not a Church ftate without all defe&s.The 
q corruptions that were in Churches he choughe his duty to 
bewail, with endeayours of amendment : yet would he not 7 ſe- 
parate, where he might partake in the worſhip, and not in the 
corruption, He put not / holineſs in Churches, as in the 
Temple of the Jews ; but onely counted them convenient like 
their Synagogues. He would have them kept #t decent, not 
magnificent ; knowing that the Goſpel requires not outward 
pomp. His chiefeſt mufick was « ſinging of Pſalms : wherein 
though he negleQed not the melody of the voice, yet he chiefly 
looked after that of the x heart. He diſliked ſuch y Church- 
mulick as moved ſenſual delight, and was an hindrance to ſpi- 
ritnal inlargements, He accounted z ſubje&ion to the higher 
Powers to be part of pure Religion, as well as to viſit the fa- 
therleſs and widows : yet did he diſtinguiſh between authority 


* and lafts of Magiſtrates ; to that he ſubmicted, a but in theſe 


he durſt not be a ſervant of men, being bought with a price. 
b Juſt Laws and Commands he willingly obeyed, not onely for 
fear, bur for Conſcience alſo ; but ſuch as were unjuſt he re- 
tuſed to obſerve, chuſing c rather ro obey God chan man : yer 
his refuſal was 4 modeſt and with ſubmiftion co penalties, unleſs 
he could procure indulgence from Authority. He was careful 
in all relations to know and do duty, and that with e ſingleneſs 
of heart as unto Chriſt, He accounted f Religion an engage. 
ment to duty, that the beſt Chriſtians ſhould be beſt husbands, 
beſt wives, beſt parents, beſt children, beſt maſters, beſt ſer- 
van's, beſt Magiſtrates, beſt Subje&s, that the g dodrine of 
God might be adorned h not blaſphemed, His tamily he en- 
deayoured to make a Church, both in regard of # perſons and 


* exerciſes, admitting none into it but ſuch as feared God, and 


labouring that thoſe thar were born in it, might be born again 
to God. He k bleſſed his family morning and eyening, by the 
Word and Prayer, and took care to perform thoſe Ordinances 
in the beſt ſeaſon, He brought np his Children in the nurture 
and /admonition of the Lord, and commanded his m ſeryants 
to keep the way of the Lord, He ſet up z diſcipline in his family 
as be deſired it in the Church, not enely reproving, o but re- 
ſtraining vileneſs in his. p He was conſcientious q of equity as 
well as piety : knowing that 7 unrighteouſneſs is abomination 
as well as ungodlineſs, He was cautelous in promiſing, ſ but 
careful in performing, counting his word no leſs engagement 
than his bond, He was a man of a tender heart, not onely in 
regard of his e ownfin, but others 4 miſery, not counting mer- 
cy x arbitrary, but neceſſary duty, wherein he prayed for y 


1. Wiſdom todire& him , ſo he ſtudied for z chearfulneſs and @. 


& Epi. 6, 18, 
Hoſea I2.4, 

1 Cor. 15, 48. 
Epi. 4, 24, 6, 
and 7. 

| Mat, 16. 24. 
Gal. 6. 14, 15. 
mm Luke 8. 15, 
Rev. 12. II. 
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bounty to at: He was ſober 4 in the uſe of the things of this 
life, rather b beating down the body, chan pampering it, yer c 
he denied not himſelf the uſe of Gods bleſſing, leſt he ſhould be 
d unthankful , but avoided exceſs leſt he ſhould be forgettul of 
the e Donor. In his habic he avoided f coftlineſs and vanity, 
neither exceeding his degree in civility, nor declining what 
ſuiced with Chriſtianity, defiring in all things co expreſs g gra- 
vity. His whole life he accounted ha warfare, wherein Chriſt 
was his Captain, his Arms k Prayers and Tears. The | Croſs 
his Banner, and his 9 Word, YVincit qui patitur. 

He was «veg 7177«yor0, immoveable in all times, ſothatthey 
who in the midſt of many opinions bavye loſt the yiew of crue 
Religion, may return to him, and there findit, 

YR FINIS. 


